GEORGE ERNEST MORRISON .

SUMMARY OF MORRISON ORATION BY DR, H.V., EVATT

From his early manhood Morrison seemed destined to play an im-
portant part in the field of exploration, the field or letters and the
field of public affairs,

Morrison and the Great Bxplorer Stanley

There is evidence that he was conscious of such a destiny even from
his school days. A written account of one of his earliest cxploits was
dedicated to H.M. Stanley. Young Morrison acclaimed Stanley as a man
whom before all others in this world hc admirca the most. But the point
of his boyish dedication was that Stanley, although describcd as the
discoverecr of L1v1ngstone and as the greatest traveller "of this or any
other age," was in Morrlson s opinion, to bec regarded primarily as

"special correspondent to the New York "Herdld." In thc same dedica-
tion, Morrison stated his "fixcd determination to do something great
some day,"

Morrison's Career Up to 1895

The first part .of Morrison's career ended in 1895, when, at the
age of 33, he published his book "An Australian in China." Already
he had become famous as an explorer and traveller. He had written
special articles for the Melbourne "Age" describing his adventures
in New -Guinea and the Pacific Islands. He was an outstanding writer
whose bpyhood habit of keeping a diary proving supremely valuable.

Opposition to Konaka Traffic

His condemnation of the traffic in kanakas between the Pacific
Islands and Queensland showed both his love for Australia and a
consciousness of the future destiny of a Queensland which should be
developed by Eurppean labor., That was the theme of his article for
David Syme of the Melbournc "Age."

Travels in Australia

The record of his early travels in Australia was amazing., It
won him fame at a very early age. One of the wounds he received in
New Guines was extremely serious but his passion for travel and ad-
venture was never assuaged., Proceeding to Edinburgh for a surgical
opecration he stayed on and graduated in medicine., He pursued his
travels extensively, and, in 1895, his remarkablb journey across
China to Burma was accompllshed

A Great Book of Travel

The book "An Australian in China" shows Morrison already to
be a mature, skilful and a fascinating craftsman in the divine art of
writing., His book let to his engagement by the "Times" as one of
its Far Eastern Correspondents. His boyhood dream of emulating
Stanley was coming true.
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Morrison's Carccr as London "Times" Correspondcnt

The sccond part of Morrison's carccr covers tpo period from his
cngagement with the "Times" in 1895 until 1912 when he bccame
political adviser to the Governmcnt of China.

He becamec "Times" Pgking correspondent in 1897. The part he
played during thcse 17 years of crisis in thg Par East was onc of
accurate reporting and wise and couragcous criticisme

Superb Courage in Boxer Rgbellion

In keccping with his record was the supreme courage he displayed
during the sicgc of thc Peking Legations during the Boxcer rising in
1900.

His rcgular messages to the "Times" during these critical years
showed Morrison at his very best. Even before 1900 his fame as a
newspaper man and writcr was cstablished. An clogquent tribute was
made to him in 1900 when an extraordinary obituary notice was
published. This partly described thc difficulties of lKiorrison's
post in the thick atmosphcre of intriguc and suspicion which pervadecd
the China of 1897-1900. His reporting was always accurate, always
fearless and showed the cloqucnce always possecssed by direct and
truthful narrative of great cvents -- history in the making.

Morrison's work from 1900-1912

Haod Morrison died in the Boxer attacks of 1900, he would have
done enough for glory. But his scrvicc between 1900 and 1912 reached
on even higher lcvel. The "Times" of London then occupied, as it
still does, a very special position among the ncwspapers of the
world.

The "Times" and the Foreign Office

The "Times" then had very close links with the makers of the
foreign policy of Britain. This added to his prestige but also
to his difficulties and anxicties. At timcs hc was furious when
his frank despatches wecre held back or ceven altered lest they
should interferc with the "Times'" pclicy as controlled by out-
standing men like Bell, Buckle and Chirol.

The Far Eastern Policy

To the "Times" the Far East was important of course: but
ncarcr home was Buropc and Africa and the iliddle East. And for
a very long time Britain was in no position to support with
strength thc habitual Unitcd States policy of the "open door"
for trade with China or thc cqually important policy that there
should be no further territorial aggrandiscment against China
on the part of European powgrse Britain sympathised and
did its best. But the threats from Russia or from Germany
were more immediate and the Far East had to wailt.
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Morrison's Personal Views

Morrison himself was becoming convinced that the best policy for
Britain and the United States as well as for China was to oppose
aggression whethecr by open force or by cconomic infiltration.

The unconcealcd aggression of Russia liorrison utterly condcmncd,
Equally he condemned the - " open agrcssion of Impcrial Germany.
Ze had bcen critical of i‘rancc but his view softcnecd as Britain
cnbraced the ncw doctrinc of the Entcnte Cordialc and France came facc
to face with Impcrialist Russia in Zuropc. Although Iorrison
strongly supportcd the Anglo-Japencsc alliancc and his dgspatches to
the "Times" almost doridcd Russia's cffort in the war against Japan,
he was cqually quiclk to observe the Japancsc policy of aggrcssion
¢spcecelally wherc it opcrated against China or against long term
British Empire intcrests in Asia or thc Pacifice. If, on any of these
grcat mattcrs, Morrison's opinions werc prejudiccd, it was at any ratc
an opcn prcjudicc which could be casily disccrncd from his publishecd
writings.

lorrison's Sympathics with Chincsc Pcoplc.

During the wholc of Morrison's scrvice for thc "Times", which
¢nded in 1912, his increasing influcnce was mcasurcd by the special
importancec attachcd to his mcssages. But his own personal sphcrc of
influcence in China and the Far East was very great. He was frankncss
personificd. More and morc hc camc to sympathisc actively with the
impoverishcd and oppressed condition of the Chinesc and his opinion
of 1895 that the tyrannical Manchu dynasty had to be removecd was
confirmed again and againe

Morrison's Relationship to the "Timcs'.

As his own influcnce incrcascd and the words "Morrison of Poking"
camg to convey their own special magic, Morrison naturally supposed
that he would excrt a more direct influcnce on the policy of the
"PTimes" and through it on the British government itsclf. Indeed
this expectation seemed about to be rcelised in 1911. But at a
critical momcnt the somewhat wayward genius of Lord Northcliffe
interposed and in the re-distribution of "Times" authority no placc
was found Tfor Morrison. Simultancously the Buropcean crisis caused
Britian's intercst in thc Far Bast to bc regarded as secondarye. As
a result Morrison acceptecd the opgortunity of becoming a dircct
Political Adviscr.to the now Republic of China, Hc found himsclf
more and morg concerncd with the futurc of the Chinesc peoplc and he
thowght hc could participate with effect in the grecat experiment of
establishing a democratic governmont to replace the Manchu dynasty hc
had condcmnecd. :

When he left the "Times" his reputation was permanently
establishecd not only as a traveller and cxplorcer; not only as a writcr
of rcnown but as onc of the world's grcat Experts on Par Eastern
AfTairse

Morrison as Political Adviser of the Rcopublice

The third period of Morrison's carecr concerns his activities
as Political Adviser -to the Now Republice. From the very first this
cdventurous undcrtaking brought with it prestige and excitcment but
also frustration and disappointment. Yuan Shih-kai quickly
supplanted Sun Yat-Scn as Prcsident of the Rupublic. The latter and
the Kuomintang Party had provided the chief animating spirit of tpc
Chinese Revolution. But Yuan with supreme skill, not to say cunning,
gradually rcvcaled his desirc for dictatorship. From the very first
the chief supporters of thc new China in the south, and especially
in Canton, were gradually displaced. The result was dismay as Japan
sought to take advantage of thc changing situation.

——



L
n;ga an_and the First World Varp, |

For Japan the door of expansion seemed to open in August, 1 N4,
when the Buropean War commenced., Yuan the arch intriguer was still
President, All Japan's rivals in the Far East were either engaged
in the European war or, as in the case of the United States, insulated
from the effects of the war by the strictest neutrality,

Through this period 1914=18 Morrison continued as political
adviser to the Republic. In 1918 he was appointed as an adviser to
the Chinese Delegation at the Versailles Conference of 1919,

China and the Crisis of 191L4-18,

For China the war orisis was caused by Japanese policy oOf
expansion and aggression., First camec the intervention of Jepan against
Germany supposedly under the terms of the Anglo-Japanese alliance of
1902, But the real object of Japan was to replace Germany in Shantung
and indeed gradually to eliminate from the Asian continent the weight
of the influence of all the European powers, Further the Japanese
bolicy covered Pacific expansion as well. Britain, France and Russia
were opposed to Japan's manoeuvres but they were for the time being
almost helpless because of the successes of Prussian militarism in
Europe., An acute situation was caused by Japan's Twenty-One demands
on China in January, 1915. Morrison's rcaction was one of deep
hostility to Japan yet he appreciuted Britain's difficulties. The
miracle was not that China faired badly but that so much was salvaged
out of an apparently hopeless situation.

China's Intervention in European llar.

Morrison was firmly convinced that China ghould intervene in the
European war on the side of Britain and her allies. Japan resisted
this policy just as deliberately as she limited her own contribution
to the war effort aganinst Germany. Thc key to the problem was to
be found in the attitude of President Jilson and the United States.
The traditional United States attitude to China was one of deep
friendliness., But neutrality was still the watchword and for a long
time there was no inclination to intervene in a way which would
embarrass Japan.,

Neutral Attitude of U.S. Towards Japan's Bxpansion

For a time Bryan and Lansing seemed to show an indifferencc
to China approaching encouragement to Japan. But gradually, under
Woodrow Wilson, the naval strength of the United States increased.
So did the diplomatic activitiecs of China. Morrison influenced these
events though often indirectly., His attitude to Japan over the
Pacific was extremely critical, He especially resented moves by
which Japan got a secret uniersaking from Britain, France and
Russia to support its post-war claim to German islands north of the
equator. Morrison repeatedly denied the significance of any con-
tikibution by Japan to victory over Germany. To a large extent his
vidws parallelled those of Allied leaders,

The active entry of the United States into World War I made
the forthcoming peace conference (1919) of crucial importance to
China, At that conference Japan produocéd not only the treaty of
1915 (covering Shantung and other matters) but also the confirmatory
treaty of 1918. 1In the result, however, China while appearing to
lose its case at Versailles (where Japan retained "face" over Shantung)
was subsequently vindicated over Shantung following the Washington
Pacific Conference of 1920. Morrison, I believe, had foreseen a
good deal of this development. He died in May, 1920,

Unarmed China Succeeded Diplomatically

Throughout all these difficult war yeurs China, while dmost
completely unarmed was, through a policy of apparent non-resistance,
able to thwart many of Japan's expansionist ambitions. Morrison
in this played a part despitc his many disappointments and
frustrations.
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“Sorrison and W.H. Donald

We must note the close connection from 1903 onwards between
Morrison and W.H., Donald. Donald, also an Australian, was not
only a great newspaper man and rcporter but, like Meorrison himself,
became devoted to the development and welfare of the people of China.
Donald too becamc Political Adviser of the Chincse Government led
by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek.

These two Australian occupied very prominent positions in
China, one in World War I and the other in World War II. But
Morrison was fated not to survive the developments of Versailles
and the vindication of his courageous policies, both as "Times" :
correspondent and Political Adviscr to China. During thec war he
was depressed because of his apparent lack of dircct influecnce on
the Government. Nonetheless his influcnce was importante. He
was disinterested and altruistic. Everybody knew 1it.

Donald and Morrison Greatly Helped China.

Morrison's contribution to thc Government of China from 1914 to
1919 resembles Donald's contribution during the undeclared war
with Japan which finished in 1945. By 1945 Chiang Kai=Shek's
success seemed permanent. WeHe. DoOnald had a great share in it
and unfortunately for China, he died in 1946 after attending the
San Francisco Conference just as llorrison died in 1920 after
attending the Pcace Conference at Vgrsailles.

In 1919 Japan seemed destined to become the supreme power
both in East Asia and the Pacific. But by 1945 the position was
reversed. The German Islands north of the equator which Morrison
thought Japan should never have acquircd were in effect, acquired
by the United States as liprrison and Donald would both have wished.

United States and Bpitain in China

Morrison was a true friend of China. He visualised a
China closely attached both to Bpitain and thc United States.
The record of thc United States in China was onc of proved
friendliness. It is equally true that Bpitain strugglad
valiantly to protect Chinese intercsts throughout World War I
and that active aggression against China had proccecded from
Germany or from Russia or from Japan.

Australia’'s Relationships with China

)

Morrison must be rcgarded as onc of the very greatest of
Australians. He always remained devoted to Australia despite
his decp affcction for thc pcople of China. Indced,so long
as 1917, he tried to arrange for Austrnlia to have separate
diplomatic representation in the Far East. In this respect
he was a generation beforc his time. It would have gladened
his heart to know that official represcntatives of Aystralia
had served as Anbassadors in troubled times both in China
and Jopan and the names of men like Eggleston,Officer and
Copland will have a specially honoured place in the history
of Australia's relationships with China.
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